GOVERNMENT                           21
pool had a stroke and retired from the Premiership, and
Canning held this great office for a few months and then
died. Between 1827 and J88o the " great British middle
class " had entered into its promised land:
The great world then, compared with the huge society of
the present period, was limited in its proportions, and com-
posed of elements more refined, though far less various. It
consisted mainly of the great landed aristocracy who had
quite absorbed the nabobs of India, and had nearly appro-
priated the huge West Indian fortunes. Occasionally an
eminent banker or merchant invested a large portion of
his accumulations in land, and in the purchase of Parlia-
mentary influence, and was in time admitted into the
sanctuary. But those vast and successful invasions of society
by new classes which have since occurred, though im-
pending, had not yet commenced. The manufacturers, the
railway kings, the colossal contractors, the discoverers of
nuggets, had not yet found their place in society and the
Senate.1
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